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LOS ANGELES, California — The Korean Cultural Center of Los Angeles will host a private, advanced 

screening of “Earl.” a documentary feature film directed by Emmy award winning storyteller Ty Kim on 

Thursday, April 4 at 7:00pm. Seating will be limited and open to the general public for this special event. 

RSVP for general public is available at kccla.org.  

This is the extraordinary story of a true pioneer whose life spans generations and worlds. It is also the 

story about the power of music to transform lives. For the first time, audio interviews of the American 

composer Earl Kim (1920-1998) have been unearthed and presented in this stirring narrative. The film 

showcases some of the most accomplished composers and artists including the violinist Itzhak Perlman 

who recorded an album with the composer. 

Earl was born into abject poverty in a small town in central California. His parents were immigrants 

from Korea with no formal music training. Earl learned the keyboard from a church organist and later a 

pianist/composer who taught Earl free of charge for seven years. Earl went on to study with some of the 

greatest composers including Arnold Schoenberg, Roger Sessions and Ernest Bloch. Earl’s plan to 

follow in their footsteps was interrupted by World War II. 

In 1941, Earl was drafted and served his country as a US Army Air Force Combat Intelligence Officer. 

He flew fifty feet above Nagasaki one day after the atomic bomb was dropped. When he returned home, 

Earl refused to sign The Loyalty Oath and stood up against McCarthyism. He was fired by UC Berkeley. 

Despite this setback, Earl went on to teach at Princeton for 15 years, and Harvard for 23 years. 

The film has been invited to be shown at Harvard, Princeton, Lehigh, Rice, Festival Mozaic and other 

locations. A Carnegie Hall screening is being organized for 2025. The director Ty Kim (no relation to 

the composer) worked with Mike Wallace and Ed Bradley at 60 Minutes where Ty specialized in 
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investigative journalism. Ty’s next two films are about an espionage case with far reaching implications, 

and a police procedural about art theft. 

Director of KCCLA, Sangwon Jung stated, “We want to highlight the life of unknown and yet great 

composer Earl Kim through this screening”. Moreover, he added, "We would like everyone to experience 

Earl's strong spirit, which has overcome many obstacles and take the time to support many amazing 

Korean American artists like him".  

For more information about “Earl.” www.EarlKimComposer.com. 


